
 

UPDATE AS OF 5PM UAE Time, 03.04.2019: 

As per changes on the DASA website, the year of this 
development has been updated to 2021, and not 2020. 

Further details awaited! 

 

BREAKING NEWS!!! 

DASA and CIWG Admission Process changed from 2020 
onwards! 
The DASA & CIWG Admission program is an excellent scheme by the government of India for NRI and 
OCI students to get into some of the best Engineering Colleges in India. The applicant must have 
completed his/her Class 11 and 12 from a country outside of India.  

How admissions were decided until 2019: 

The DASA scheme has been using the SAT Subject Tests or SAT II (SAT2) as they are commonly known as 
a selection criteria. Students are expected to write SAT II Exams in the subjects of Physics, Chemistry, 
Mathematics Level 2. Admissions are based on the total SAT score out of 2400 (800 for each subject). 

What is changing from 2020? 

In a huge development, the Government of India has announced that from the year 2020, DASA and 
CIWG admissions will no longer be based on the scores in SAT Subject Tests. Rather the scores of the 
candidate in the JEE Main Engineering Entrance Exam will be counted towards student admissions. 

JEE Main is India’s largest Engineering Entrance Exam with approx. 12 lakh students sitting for the exam 
every year. Admissions to almost all top engineering colleges in India are decided on the basis of JEE 
Main Exam. The Exam is also used as the qualifying exam for JEE Advanced Exam, which is used for 
admission into IITs.  

What does this mean for students?  

1. Earlier students had to prepare for both SAT II Exams as well as JEE Main. Now students will no 
longer have to appear for SAT Subject Tests, in addition to the JEE Main Exam, thereby making it 
easier to focus their preparation towards the major entrance exams of India.  
 



2. However, students will have to note that the preparation for JEE Main Entrance Exam is more 
demanding as compared to SAT Subject Tests.  Previously, some students who were focused 
mainly on DASA admissions, prepared only for SAT Subject Tests and not for JEE Main. However, 
with this change coming in, any student aspiring to get into an engineering college in India, must 
prepare for and get a good score in the JEE Main. SAT Subject Tests are largely based on 
theoretical concepts and sound understanding. JEE takes this to a higher level. Students can 
expect the problems and numericals to be relatively far more challenging under JEE Main as 
compared to SAT Subject Tests.  
 

3. Besides, the syllabus for JEE Main is about 50% more as compared to the syllabus for SAT 
Subject Tests. So students must put in more number of hours to prepare for JEE.  

This update is based on the notice on the DASA official website (www.dasanit.org) 

http://www.dasanit.org/

